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Itinerary: Today’s flight
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Welcome
A. Introduction

Overview, orientation

B. Concept Searching
What, how and why?

C. Search Blocks
What, how and why?

Next Flight…



Itinerary: The journey’s purpose?
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How to create knowledge assets, important and 
valuable to you and/or your organisation and 
how to store them in Ovid for use and re-use.



Itinerary: Your journey’s guide (24/7)
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support@ovid.com 

mailto:support@ovid.com


A. Introduction: Overview - To the research question…
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✓ Trainer Tip: Start by articulating your
ideas for the research question on a 
blank piece of paper. 

✓ Rationale: You will have more agency 
over your ideas and their flexibility. 

✓ Key Benefits: Doing so will help you
recognise assumptions early on and 
reduce the liklehood of database bias. 



A. Introduction: Overview - The research question
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Find randomized 

controlled trials 

(RCTs).  

Is acupuncture effective 

in the treatment of 

migraines? 



A. Introduction: Overview - Identification of concepts
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Find randomized 

controlled trials 

(RCTs).  

Is acupuncture effective 

in the treatment of 

migraines? 

Concept

Concept

Concept



A. Introduction: Overview - Order and methodology 
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Find randomized 

controlled trials 

(RCTs).  

Is acupuncture effective 

in the treatment of 

migraines? 

Second Concept

Third Concept

First Concept
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A. Introduction: Overview - The search in search blocks
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A. Introduction: Overview - Each block, a concept search

10

Second Concept
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Second Concept

Third Concept

First Concept

A. Introduction: Overview - Each block, can be saved… 
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Second Concept

Third Concept

First Concept

A. Introduction: Overview - Each block, can reviewed… 

?
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Second Concept

Third Concept

First Concept

A. Introduction: Overview - …and expanded upon…
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Second Concept

Third Concept

First Concept

A. Introduction: Overview - …and run in variations…



B. Concept Searching: A three step approach
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1. Thesaurus Search 

2. Free Term Search 

3. Combination of Thesaurus and Free Term Search +



B. Concept Searching: Covers variants and sub-concepts
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Concept

Sub-concepts

Name / Term

sick headache Migraine Disorders status migrainosus

migraine

(Narrower Terms) 
Controlled Vocabulary

Uncontrolled Vocabulary

?



B. Concept Searching: Thesauri differ in databases
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Database

Thesaurus MeSH Emtree

APA Thesaurus of 
Psychological 
Index Terms

▪ 30,000 Cross-referenced Terms*

▪ Term Hierarchies & Relationships 

▪ Scope Notes & Definitions*

▪ Updated on a Regular Basis

▪ 89,000 Cross-referenced Terms*

▪ Term Hierarchies & Relationships 

▪ Scope Notes & Definitions*

▪ Updated on a Regular Basis

▪ 10,000 Cross-referenced Terms*

▪ Term Hierarchies & Relationships 

▪ Scope Notes & Definitions*

▪ Updated on a Regular Basis



B. Concept Searching: Thesaurus Search - Variants
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B. Concept Searching: Thesaurus Search - Variants
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B. Concept Searching: Thesaurus search - Variants
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The MeSH term 

„Migraine Disorders“ 

covers these 

variations

and synonyms



B. Concept Searching: Thesaurus Search - Sub-concepts
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?



B. Concept Searching: Thesaurus Search - Sub-concepts
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Sub-concepts

Concept



B. Concept Searching: Thesaurus Search - Sub-concepts
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Concept

Sub-concepts



B. Concept Searching: Thesaurus Search - Sub-concepts
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Concept

Sub-concepts



B. Concept Searching: Line 1 = Variants + Sub-Concepts
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1. Thesaurus Search 

2. Free Term Search 

3. Combination of Thesaurus and Free Term Search +

✓A

✓A



B. Concept Searching: And what of line 2…?
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1. Thesaurus Search 

2. Free Term Search 

3. Combination of Thesaurus and Free Term Search +

?



B. Concept Searching: …this involves free term searching
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1. Thesaurus Search 

2. Free Term Search 

3. Combination of Thesaurus and Free Term Search +



B. Concept Searching: 1. Operators and wildcards
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Operators Wildcards

Database Field Guide

OR x or y

AND x and y

NOT x not y

ADJ x adj y

ADJn x adj4 y

FREQ x.ab./freq=3

$ x$ disease$

$ x$n dog$1

#   xx#y wom#n

? xx?y colo?r

“n” “xyz” “go/no-go”



B. Concept Searching: 2. Single fields and combinations
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Single Fields Field Combinations

TI depression.ti.

AB depression.ab.

TW depression.tw.

KF depression.kf.

KW depression.kw

IN depression.in.

TW depression.tw.

TI AB depression.ti,ab.

TI AB KF depression.ti,ab,kf.

AF depression.af.

MP depression.mp.

Database Field Guide



B. Concept Searching: Examples as “donkey bridges”
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Save

Edit

Create Auto-Alert

Create RSS

Remove 



B. Concept Searching: 3. Free terms’ sources, a source…
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The MeSH term 

„Migraine Disorders“ 

covers these 

variations

and synonyms



B. Concept Searching: Wildcards facilitate efficiency
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status migrainosus

sick headache$

migraine$

OR

OR



B. Concept Searching: Line 2 = Free text search terms
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1. Thesaurus Search 

2. Free Term Search 

3. Combination of Thesaurus and Free Term Search +

✓A

✓A



B. Concept Searching: And what of line 3…?
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1. Thesaurus Search 

2. Free Term Search 

3. Combination of Thesaurus and Free Term Search +

?



B. Concept Searching: “Die Mischung macht’s!”
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1. Thesaurus Search 

2. Free Term Search 

3. Combination of Thesaurus and Free Term Search +

✓A

✓A
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B. Concept Searching: Why is it important?

MeSH HEADING:

DIABETES MELLITUS, TYPE 2

Used For:

• adult-onset diabetes mellitus

• diabetes, maturity-onset

• diabetes mellitus, adult onset

• diabetes mellitus, adult-onset

• diabetes mellitus, ketosis resistant

• diabetes mellitus, ketosis-resistant

• diabetes mellitus, maturity onset

• diabetes mellitus, maturity-onset

• diabetes mellitus, non insulin dependent

• diabetes mellitus, non-insulin-dependent

• diabetes mellitus, noninsulin dependent

• diabetes mellitus, noninsulin-dependent

• diabetes mellitus, slow onset

• diabetes mellitus, slow-onset

• diabetes mellitus, stable

• diabetes mellitus, type 2

• diabetes mellitus, type ii

• diabetes, type 2

• ketosis-resistant diabetes mellitus

• mody

• maturity onset diabetes

• maturity onset diabetes mellitus

• maturity-onset diabetes

• maturity-onset diabetes mellitus

• niddm

• non-insulin-dependent diabetes mellitus

• noninsulin dependent diabetes mellitus

• noninsulin-dependent diabetes mellitus

• slow-onset diabetes mellitus

• stable diabetes mellitus

• type 2 diabetes

• type 2 diabetes mellitus

Entry Term:

➢diabetes type 2

➢niddm

✓ Diseases: Includes name variants and abbreviations
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B. Concept Searching: Why is it important?

MeSH HEADING:

METHYLPHENIDATE

Entry Term:

➢ ritalin

Used For:

• 113-45-1 (methylphenidate)

• 207zz9qz49

• 298-59-9 (hcl)

• 4b3sc438hi

• centedrin

• concerta

• daytrana

• equasym

• metadate

• methylin

• methylphenidate

• methylphenidate 

hydrochloride

• phenidylate

• ritalin

• ritalin sr

• ritalin-sr

• ritaline

• tsentedrin

✓ Drugs: Includes name variants code names
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B. Concept Searching: Why is it important?
✓ Concepts: May have been only recently captured by the thesaurus
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B. Concept Searching: Why is it important?

Example: Consider the term 
multiple sclerosis as indexed 
in MeSH compared to Emtree. 

Ovid MEDLINE, MeSH Thesaurus

Embase on Ovid, Emtree Thesaurus

✓ Concepts: Another resource’s conceptual view of your entry term may differ



C. Search Blocks: What are they?
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✓ The expression ‘search block’ refers to 
database search statements, composed of 
search terms and database instructions, 
that fulfil a specific purpose.  

✓ Commonly used for concept searching, 
search blocks can also be a compilation of 
search strategy limits, a set of specific 
instructions as well as search filters, e.g. 
observational studies. 

Source: Ovid Tools & Resources Portal



C. Search Blocks: Possibilities and benefits
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Source: McGill University Health Centre Libraries, July 2019

✓ Search blocks facilitate the re-use of a 
search strategy and its constituent parts.

✓ Search blocks can be used to test and 
check assumptions made in the search 
logic as well as preserve alternative 
versions of the concept searches. 

✓ Search block use encourages knowledge 
sharing and annotation. The blocks and 
their annotations can be (re-)used in 
collaborative projects and for peer review. 



C. Search Blocks: Are not just for concept searches
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✓ Ovid MEDLINE: A search block can indicate the “shape” of the database

[Finds all the records in the database]

[MEDLINE records in the database] 85%

Field: 
STATUS

(ST)

[Finds all the records in the database]

[MEDLINE records in the database]



C. Search Blocks: How to save them in Ovid
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✓ Search strategies can be saved for use and re-use in My Workspace



C. Search Blocks: How to save them in Ovid
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✓ From My Workspace search strategies can be maintained and shared
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Second Concept

Third Concept

First Concept

C. Search Blocks: How to save them in Ovid 
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Second Concept

Third Concept

First Concept

C. Search Blocks: How to save them in Ovid 
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C. Search Blocks: How to share them on Ovid

✓ Ovid platform provides a variety of external tools and inline tools to 
facilitate sharing and reproduction of search blocks and strategies 

External Tools Inline Tools

https://tools.ovid.com/ovidtools/

Search History Launcher

History JumpstartExpert Searches
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C. Search Blocks: Sharing them on Ovid (Inline 1/3) 
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C. Search Blocks: Sharing them on Ovid (Inline 1/3)

✓ The e-mailed format 
provides re-use options

✓ The e-mailed format 
provides display options
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C. Search Blocks: Sharing them on Ovid (Inline 2/3)

https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=ou

BCTxUaPdKPiicrSAa6fo1XQX1bVbMl2k3ENW8rjSZr1BZ50gXjjaBpwlARQwVZ

✓ The jumpstart link provides a quick and easy method of sharing searches

https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=ouBCTxUaPdKPiicrSAa6fo1XQX1bVbMl2k3ENW8rjSZr1BZ50gXjjaBpwlARQwVZ
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=ouBCTxUaPdKPiicrSAa6fo1XQX1bVbMl2k3ENW8rjSZr1BZ50gXjjaBpwlARQwVZ
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C. Search Blocks: Share them on Ovid (Inline 3/3)

✓ The search history details can be 
easily copied into Notepad or Word.  
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C. Search Blocks & Sharing: Why is it important?

X Search strategies though documented are difficult to reproduce! 
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C. Search Blocks & Sharing: Why is it important?

“

“

X Search strategies are not always documented or referenced!
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C. Search Blocks & Sharing: Why is it important?

X Search strategies not reported may lead to a high risk of bias!  

89%

[Finds all the records in the database]

[Assessed for ROB using ROBIS tool]



Next flight: References
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The Cochrane Handbook for Systematic Reviews of Interventions, Version 6.3, 2022.
https://training.cochrane.org/handbook/current 

Cochrane Handbook, 4.S1 Technical Supplement to Chapter 4: Searching for and selecting studies
https://training.cochrane.org/handbook/current/chapter-04-technical-supplement-searching-and-selecting-studies 

JBI Manual for Evidence Synthesis (2020)
https://jbi-global-wiki.refined.site/space/MANUAL

Systematic Reviews CRD’s guidance for undertaking reviews in health care (2009)
https://www.york.ac.uk/media/crd/Systematic_Reviews.pdf

Developing NICE guidelines: the manual, Chapter 5: Identifying the evidence: literature searching and 
evidence submission (2020)
https://www.nice.org.uk/process/pmg20/chapter/identifying-the-evidence-literature-searching-and-evidence-submission 

Facts and figures about systematic reviews in health care, and the current state-of-affairs (2023)
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/events/facts-and-figures-about-systematic-reviews-in-health-care-and-the-current-state-of-affairs 

https://training.cochrane.org/handbook/current
https://training.cochrane.org/handbook/current/chapter-04-technical-supplement-searching-and-selecting-studies
https://jbi-global-wiki.refined.site/space/MANUAL
https://www.york.ac.uk/media/crd/Systematic_Reviews.pdf
https://www.nice.org.uk/process/pmg20/chapter/identifying-the-evidence-literature-searching-and-evidence-submission
https://www.wolterskluwer.com/en/events/facts-and-figures-about-systematic-reviews-in-health-care-and-the-current-state-of-affairs


Next flight: Suggestions
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Search Block Slide No. Jumpstart Links
Complete Search – All Concepts – All Version 1 9 < Run Search >

Concept 1 – Migraine – Version 1 11 < Run Search >

Concept 2 – Acupuncture – Version 1 11 < Run Search >

Concept 3 – RCTs – Version 1 11 < Run Search >

Concept 3 – RCTs – Version 2 – Search Filter - SIGN 13 & 14 < Run Search >

Concept 3 – RCTs – Version 3 – Search Filter - Cochrane 13 & 14 < Run Search >

Concept Searching: Examples as “donkey bridges” 30 < Run Search >

Concept Searching: Why is it important? (GL Example) 38 < Run Search >

Concept Searching: Why is it important? (KSR Example) 54 < Run Search >

https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=4wW0m3i1dJGRgHh0kTXLAODjApNwgzEuadQJzQg4URkr0BU7vGU061GNoig7BWXYt
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=5DE72dSZNXH05O6tS2QpzAAs3pkkA5DLn4dpw4G7iLRWSusQxLHmWzmLkCYJtnSd4
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=hbrpsG5B87IIu0RigUm4TKsJgSDI4uwuFThOkBveipvmd9taPhzuoW7LxDUhiu9d
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=6CycXY0tFRtphUARficEcsT0TUIvTKEreDJjbCSgtrOnlGI5WHAyqDVhZ8mcNiXxf
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=5hez3F4huN9NeDnUtKrFVhF9aVRN6Z5sX1cU8TfcneaWHtdclf5z0bs13laTiJqh0
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=3VjJvsBKIivKvfcz63yg720RRb6xvLzARy105AvA090Hv3QPQFxMlBunKta5wKbDB
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=1qxdwzZtrpb6mitE8NdJT5jlD7drEtmhdkcmStlnbZKW3trWauWAHVltn5pjdX1fS
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=1R0nqyltpquWcS4Lk73Ev6kEMX7yka58fR7mB9FeONYXej8eevDBkMpd7PYOE83Bo
https://ovidsp.ovid.com/ovidweb.cgi?T=JS&NEWS=N&PAGE=main&SHAREDSEARCHID=38JZqOw5BcdTFMUiFttbQ3fdlsn5XWvJgi95DdEbkcvHEf5NOBJOsQ8QHsmOcgPqO


Remember: We are just a click away!
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support@ovid.com 

mailto:support@ovid.com


Thank you for listening!
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Michael Fanning

Senior Client Trainer
Customer Success, EMEA

Health Learning, Research & Practice
Wolters Kluwer

michael.fanning@wolterskluwer.com

support@ovid.com 

Here is wishing you

 safe travels

and

 fruitful future flights!

mailto:michael.fanning@wolterskluwer.com
mailto:support@ovid.com
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